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Humbly Offcr'd to the M495 | 


Hon” Houſe of Commons, 
FOR 

Tranſlating the Duty of Exciſe from Mault-Drinks 
to Mault,; whereby may be Advanced to the fl 
Crown above T wenty Millions, for Carrying on 
the War againſt France.  *- 

TOGETHER, 

With ſome Brief Notes and Obſervations on the 
Laws and Adminiſtrations, in Relation to that 
Duty ; and the Partiality and Inequality thereof. 


By ROBERT MURRAY, Gent. © 


1 


HE enſuirg per has no other Deſign im it, than to Remove a Par- 

tial, and ts Introduce an Impartiah DUTY; ro Serve the KING, 

to Raiſe @ great Revenue, and yet to Eaſe the People ; which ſeems to be: 

tbe Joynt Intereſt of rhe whole Nation ; and to Obviate « Material Ob- 

jefion, viz. That this Alteration will neither affe&t Land, nor Landed: Men, nor 
the Tenant, nor Farmers, nor Maulfters, nor Brewers, (a5 ſuch; ) nor any but the 
Con{umptioner3 nor is the Mauiſter further Obliged, than to make due Entries of 
what he Makes, and to Pay as he Sells; by which: mcanz, it is plain, thathe is 
no further Accountable than as a Collefor;, who Pays nothing, but what he firſt 
Receives : Nor do I, hereby, mean to Interfere with what the Honourable HOUSE 
have or fhall dctermine, for the Service of the enſuing Year, But, if this Humble Ten- 
der, of Mine, ſhould meet with His Niajeſties Royal APPROBATION 58s 
Pailiament, it might take Place, after the Taxes of the preſent S:flions; and humbly 
$ ubmit what Serwice it may be to the KING, bow much it muſt needs Animate the 
KING's ailie:, and Di'ceurage His Enemies, to ſee 4 Provifi. mm-de 10 Supply the. 
Occaſions of the War, for {2 many Nears to come, by a DA. nv Y ſE) lute 1: ri bew- 
ome, or rother indeed ſowvery Eaſy to the People ; 65 will appear by what follows * 
_ , FH 2 ©» REASONS. 
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REASONS for Tranſlating the Duty of Exciſe 


— 


from Maulc-Drinks to Mault, &c. 


HE former Laws of Exciſe en- 
131 the Payment: of Tw, S92!- 
lings and Sw Pence, for every 
Brrcl of BEER and ALE, a- 
bove Six Shillings; and vx 
Penze for every Barrel of BEER anl ALE, 
of Sm Sil/ings, or under; the Commen 
Brewer to #nake bis Entry Weekly 5 In 
Holders, Vidaullers, and Ae-bavſc-&epcrs, 
per Menſem, under the teveral Penalces 
[:1crein mentioned. 


THAT, notivitiRanding theſe Entrees 
are duly Male: and Atteited, the Officer”s 
tin2le Evidence is Conchuſive, and ©:5 
Charge (though never fo unrea{0nanl\) 
mint be Paid 3 and the Brewer is nor ad- 
mitted to Diſcharge himſelf, though; by 
the expl(s Letter of the Statute) he 15 
allio-ved lo todo; The Canger making 
up his Charge: by 4Þt and Co!d Fares, ir 
tie 7:49 Or Backs ;, whereby they are ove:- 
charzed One $:xt9 Pars at Jeatt : Where- 
as tne Dety chargeable by 1 aw only, 1s, 
on every. barre! of BY ER and ALE. Sold 
and Delivere!;out; and tac Allowances 
of 1wo Barris! of Ale, upon every, 1wenty 
Tz»9 an Tyre! Barris w; Beer, upon every 
Y:raty- Three Barrels, are in contideration 


_ only ut Damage, by Filling wp, Tet, and 


Wat, in Cleating ; which doth not nei- 
ther fully anſwer: And, in all Placcs out 
this City, the Ofcers Charge Th. for 
ALE. which is really BEEK ; which is 
One Fight Part mo:c than the Lan re- 
ITes, to the Oppreflion of the Country 

y winch means, the whole Burthen of 


this Tex 15 laid upon 8 Four1b Pert of the 


People; which cannot otherwiſe | be Re- 
gicdicd, bat by Changing this Duty trom 


 Maii-DRINKS to MAULT; Where- 


by every Man will Pay iman equa] Propor- 
ezon, to the Strength gud Goodnets af 


_#iiat they eval lunc 


IF any ſhould be hereby Diſcouraged 
from Brewing their own Drizk, the King 
will be Reprized in the Exciſe, on the 
Common Brewer; who will be a conlide- 
rable Gainer, by the Augmcntation of his 
Trade : Erzght Pence laid On evcry Buthel 
of MAULT, allowing Three Bu'hels to 
every Barrel of BEER, and ALE. (which 
is all alloived per Bzrrcl tor ALE and 
BEER, of Common Draft and Sale, ) 
will r:duce the preſent Daty from Four 
Seiiiimgs and Mine-peace per Barrel, to Two 
$>/5i12g5;, an yet eacrcaſe that Revenue 
to, It leatt, Twenty-one Flindved Thouſand 
Ponds, which 15 more than Double, to 
"wt t NOW brings unto the Government 
xr] tne [ation conftderably Eafed, the 
ixontr of Mcers Lefienca, and above a 
Mit; of toe Cherge 9 Collection Saved to 
the Cr;Wwtm. 


{ F the Parliament ſhould endeavour to 
Kedreſs the Grievance aud Extortion a- 
toreſaid, ani Regulace the Encics and 
Charg? againit the Brewerg, according, £0 
the true M-aning ot th: 7 aws of Excite, it 
would much :bate this Pevenuc, Dy 


IF the Parliancn howd lay an Additie- 


_ nal Exciſe on BEER and 4LE, the Brez- 


err would have a great Advantage thereby; 
tor, where Aine Pence was added upon a 
Barrel of Strong BEER ind ALE, and 
Three Pence upon Small, the Exciſe little 
Advanced, and, when it was of again 
it was little Abated ; So that, any Addition 
to, or Regulation of Exciſe, as Now it is 
will prove of little or no Advantage to 
the Crown. * ; 


— THOSE Brewers that wet great Qyaus 
tities of MAULT, fave Five Pounds pe 
Week, by Exciſe ; ſome more. ſore leis. 


THE Duty falling upon the Inferiour 
Rank of Men (the Nobility, Gentry, and 
Wea:thier Sort, who Brew their own Drink, 


being ex:mpt ) is an Hardthip, might as. 


well ay extended torneir Bread, as ta their 
rilths 

THE Exemption of thoſe chat Brew 
for their Piivace Lie and Conſumptian, 
will occaiion many to do it, and more 
will follow the Example z by which the 
Revenue mutt be leflened, and precari- 
OUS. 

THAT the Revenue of Exciſe, as it Now 
ſtands, is 1:trle better than Precarious, ap- 
pears partly trom the myttertous Practices 
of Brewers, very hard, it not: impoſlible, to 
| wy z wno always have 1t in their 

@wcr to: Augment' or Lefſen the fame, 
by Brewinz ſometimes One, Two, Three, or 
Four Barrels, out of the ſam2 Quantity of 
MAULT ; where they _ often pay Fe 
Spilings to the Cromn, wacn they ought 
fo account for Ten Sbillings ; and partly 
from the encrcalc of Pripate Brewing ;, $0 
wW11'ct the Temptation will grow, it the 
Duty be Aagmented, unleſs Reſtrain*d 
by 3 particular Clauſe: And ſhould ach 
P-:iate Brewing become a general Pradtice, 
ke wiole Keverres would be entirely loit. 

IT is t1rretore Propyſed, That the Du- 
Jy © Exe ſe ry be changed from Muw/t- 
DRINKS uno MAUL Taefor the Reaſons 
11:18, : | 

ALL that Drrirk, whether Rich or 
Poor,Brewing for themiclves or not, will 
Pay in an equal Proportion, to the Strength 
and GCoondns of what they Conſume. 

THE Revenue will tris way be Encrea- 
{e4. und yet the People conſiderably Eaied. 

T'HE Doty. thus laid, may be Raiſed and 
Collected withour Diſpute, between the 
KING, and the People 5, which will be an 
equal Service to the Former, and SatisfaCti- 
on «© the Latter, 

THE Revenue will thus be fixed, and 
certain ; and not ſubject to be umpalred by 
any Arts, 25 NOW. | ; 

A N D, Whereas it may be objected, 
That the Novz/tty, and Gentry, Who, keep 
great Hoſpitalicy, will hereby be "much 
Buzthened by the Tranilation 0; tne EX 
CISE ro MAULT. For 4:/ wer, Since 4.4 


__ 


are equally Interefted in, and Concern'd 
for the Preſervation ot the Government and 
Nati, and mutually partake of the Benetrt 
and Good Influcnce tiiercot; *tis but rea- 
ſonable, Al ſhould be brought in to a Com 
mon Avaridge, tor Support of the Whole : 
And this 1s {o far trom proving a Da- 
mage to An:, (as Some, through Mittake, 
might-unagine) that it will rather turn 
to their Advantage and Pront : Nor is it 
Conlittent with -tne Honour and Juſtice 
of Government, to Burdcn One Part of the 
People, to Eaſe the Oth.r z that were to 
lay the Foundation of Government 1 Or- 
righteouſneſs, which wholly Conlitis in 
the Equal and Impartial Ditiributton of 
Fajtice towards Al ; Nor do the People 
complain fo much of the - Greatneſs or 
Long-continuance of any T.x, as at the 
Pa-tiality and In:qs ity tacreot, which u- 
\uzlly creates Deſ-ontent 3 that, for the 
mo{t part, ens in S:d:tion, to the Dijtur- 
bince of Gaverument, Which, all wiſe Go- 
verntments will end-avour to prevent, by 
keeping the Bady-Politique in a due Tem- 

2rament or State of Heoalth and Long- 
Life for, it is mott cert2in, that when 


4 \ 4 Y 


there 15 no Iaternal caule of Sedetion, there 


can be no Diffolutim of Gaernment, which * 


theictore mult be Etirncl, More particular= 
ly, One 5Toiety of the Original EXCISE. be. 
ing Givcn the: Crawa, in Recompen'e of 
the C wrt of Wards, $c. taken away 12 Car, 
I. inFaſe of the {atd Nobulity ard Gentry, 
who wereonly gieved by that C:zrs; the 
Equvalent, in Honour night wellenough 
have been charged won Themtelves, and 
the People have been quite Exempted 
at leaſt, it ſeems highly Ju, tiiat They - 
bear their propoitionable Pare with the 
People, which is done by t.5 Expedicat. 
HAT This is a ive equal Tax, and 
may be manaped, without libjeRting their 


- Houſes to rhe Intrecion of Excife-men ; 
which will obvietc tie Coiaon USjdt- . 


0, 2;.3inft Altering the Puty from Maz's- 
DRINASS to MAULT ; an4 the pitting 
the ſaine at Eight Peiice per Buthel, will re- 
dace the Exciſe of Driab, i T:ro Siulliugs 
per Barrel, winch now Pays Fuur Slutiigs 
and Nize Pence ; and yet nv 3G than dou 
ble the pigicut 4erotnuc ;, aid wall be Col- 

le&:cd 


. my 


- 
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*&cd at a little more than One Third Part 


of t!;c now Charges - the Sallaries of” 


many Srperflions Officers hong faved, a- 
mounting, 10.many Thorfand Pounds, per 
Aram : Nor is MAULT, by any Con- 
cealment, tubie& to ſy many Frauds, it 
taking, up Eightcen or Twenty Days eime, 
after Wettins., before it can be ht tor 
Sale : And tht: MALILSTERS being, tor 
he molt part; WRarchy, tne Daty will be 
Currently Fail, and 5s well, if not 
buter Secured, as from the EREWERS. 
THAT tis alone will be a Fund tuthct- 
ent to take of all Anticipations /on tits 
Duty. inthe Excn:cqueer, tt xculc 2 General 
Exc:ſz, and others petit bicpoſitions s as that 
en Glaſs, Exrth:n-:p arc, Coa's, KC WHEN 
may be thought gricvous 53- and will 
erve the Government to ſupport the Tar, 
during the Continiance thercot z and 
help to taie in Cpt and Light-Money, and 
eotally frce all future Jmpoſitzons upon 
Land : One Foxreth Part of the ſaid [Duty on 
MAULT, {ettled on the Crown for cvcr, 
will be an Equivalcnt in Licuof that part 
of the Exciſe, that is Hereditaiy 3, and now 
being ſettled on the Crown for Ten Te.zys, or 
daring the Continuance of the W.r, will 
be tound a Fund: ſufficicnt for Tent -One 
Millions ; viz.) Raite Two M:itions for Ton 


" Years. per Apmms; Three Millions the tixtl 


Seven Years ; Fozrr Millions tor tive Ycarss 
or, Fire Millions, per Amium, for Four 


Years, ( belides the ordinary Revenue of 


the Crown ; which may be extinguithed 
in Ten Ycas) And that ſuch} a Sett/e- 
mcnt for This, or thc like Term of Tears, to 
Support and Carry on the War, for ſome 
Continuance, will contribute very much 
to the Abatemicn: of the Pride and Cou- 
rage of the Enemy. 

ROM the bole, *Tis not deligned, by 
this PAPER, to Prop:ic the Laying a 
New Impoſuion. on.. Muit, but to Leen 


(* 


what ſeems already (tho? not Diredy, yet 


Remotely) Charg'd on it, by reducin 
ſame trom , 3D Sbillings and kg 
pence, per Owarter, to Five Sbillings and 
Foxr-pence ; tor 10, in Effect, it now Pays : 
For Srx B«thels, making Tws Barrels of 
BEER and ALF, is Nine Sbillings and 
Six Pence; and the other Tao Brufh:ls, be- 
ing a Third Part more, is Three S$hillinsy 
and Try Pence, which makes Twelve Shil- 
ling. and Fight Pence, pcr Quarter, And 
It 15 bumbly (ubmittcd, That it may be 
muci better, to Lay an Exciſe on Ons 
EE poo, +; pon affects All in 
zcneral 5; than a Creneral Exci 

Gommoiities, © hen 

AND to ſum up all, I further crave 
[cave to add, That, by a plain Eſtimate, 
tne Revenue will equal, if not exceed the 
Joynt-Income of Cujtome and Exciſe. as 
now thcy produce tor if the Number of 
Pcople be rightly computed to be above 
Eight Milfzans, allowing to each Two Pecks 
and a Halt per Menſem, and Thirteen Months 
in the Year, the Number of Quarters a- 
mount in the wnole to Eight Millions, per 
Annum ; which, at Eight Pcnce per Bulet 
or Five Shillings Fox Pence per Owarter, is 
upwards of wenty-One Hundred Thoufund 
oy by Annum ;, by oven —_ the 

avernment may not only totally Free t! 
Netion from all future Mer wan ay Hop} 
&Cc- as atore ; but alſo, the War bein? 
Ended, Take off all Cuftoms for Import and 
Export, except of ſuch Goods, where the 
Duty laid is intended to amount to a Pro- 
hibition : This may make England become 
a Free Port ;, the Great and Good Effects of 
which are too many, and too Obvious, to 
ſtand in necd to be Repeated; and. ſhall 
therefore only Inftance, That this alone 
(without any other Effort) will effeuall 
Secure our Atrican and Fatt-India Trade 
from any, whatſoever, Competitors, 


4lt which is Hunibly Offer'd to the Wiſdom and Conſideration of 
the, Ho:ourable ti OUSE of COMMONS. 


FINIS. 
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